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Our Ref:  CH/JM/2217  
 
Your Ref:   
 

Date:  26 July 2012   
 

 
Dr David Price 
Pavilion Court RTM Co Ltd 
101 Pavilion Court 
Marine Terrace 
Folkestone 
Kent 
CT20 1QV     By email only 
 
Dear David 
 
Re: Pavilion Court – Foundations 
 
Thank you for asking me to make a second visit to look at the sub structure for the north 
building in one particular area which has recently been exposed during your excavation of a 
trench around the building.  This is near the south west corner of the north building where the 
concrete edge beam appears to be supported on only quite narrow 100mm wide brick sleeper 
walls.  These appear to be the walls of an old service duct rather than a main basement or sub-
structure wall and are only 450mm high founded on a concrete slab.  The edge of the slab was 
exposed showing this to be 300mm thick on what would appear to be original undisturbed sand 
and gravel. 
 
As previously mentioned from my inspection of those areas around the perimeter of the building 
which have been exposed it would appear that the north building of Pavilion Court is built on 
old basement and sub-structure walls incorporating some reinforced concrete edge beams and 
probably a reinforced concrete raft foundation.  In some cases the new external walls line up 
with the original sub-structure walls without any new concrete structure.   
 
Generally this arrangement appears to be satisfactory without any significant crack damage 
which might be attributed to foundation movement and indeed this is still the case in the 
particular area referred to above.  Nevertheless if the narrow brick sleeper walls are indeed 
required to support significant load from the four storey structure above then this brickwork is 
likely to be overstressed and at risk of failure.  I am therefore recommending additional 
engineering brick piers are built either side of the existing duct walls.  I attach a sketch drawing 
and photograph showing details.  The work has already been discussed with your builder on site 
but I would recommend that you forward a copy of the drawing to him as well. 
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I hope this deals adequately with the present problem but please contact me if you require any 
further advice. 
 
As before I would propose to invoice you for occasional site visits when I report back to you 
and therefore attach a fee invoice for your kind attention. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Christopher Hore 
 
 
Enc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  






	2217.12.07.26-Let-Price
	2217.12.07.26-Sk11
	P1200626

